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The newsletter of the Lower Columbia  

Basin Audubon Society 
Upcoming Events 

See pg. 2 for additional details on 

birding events. 

Oct. 15:  White-crowned Sparrow 

Project banding at McNary N.W.R. 

in Burbank.  Start 9:00 A.M. Rain 

or high winds may cancel 

Oct. 19: eBird Big Day, Tri-Cities; 

with Laurie Ness and Lori Nelson. 

Oct. 19: Blue Mountain Wildlife 

open house.  Pendleton, OR., 1-

4:00 P.M. 

www.bluemountainwildlife.org 

Oct. 22: Membership meeting at  

7 P.M., First Lutheran Church. 

 

Oct 24: Junior Audubon at Fuerza 

Elementary School 3:20 - 4:20 PM  

 

Oct. 27:  McNary Wildlife Ponds  

half-day trip (McNary Dam) with 

Dana Ward and Elke Davis. 

 

Nov. 2: First Saturday Bird Walk; 

8:00 A.M. at Bateman island.  

Meet at Wye Park ~ 7:45 A.M. 

 

Nov. 2:  Native Plant Society Sale 

at C&M Nursery, Richland.  Native 

plants are for the birds!  9-12 PM. 

 

Nov. 19:  Membership meeting at 

7 P.M., Kennewick Library on 

Union. 
 
Save the Date! 
 
Dec. 28: Christmas Bird Count  
 
Feb. 13-16, 2020:  Winter Wings 
www.winterwingsfest.org  

The Hidden Lives of Owls 
A Naturalistᾷs Introduction to the Unseen World of Owls  

Naturalist and Author Leigh Calvez  

October 22, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.                                           
First Lutheran Church, US 395 & Yelm, Kennewick  
 
Join a naturalist on adventures into 
the world of owls, owl-watching, 
avian science, and the deep 
forestðoften in the dead of night. 
Whether youôre tracking Snowy or 
Great Gray Owls, these birds are a 
bit mysterious, and thatôs part of 
what makes them so fascinating. 
Owls are iconic, and there are lots 
of them in the Western states, even 
though we hardly ever see them.  
 
Leigh Calvez pursues eleven 
different owl speciesðincluding the 
Barred, Flammulated, Northern 
Saw-Whet, Northern Pygmy, 
Northern Spotted, Burrowing, 
Snowy, and Great Gray. Calvez 
makes the science entertaining and 
accessible through the stories of 
the people who are obsessed with these birds and her own avian 
adventures in the field. The thuggish behavior of Barred Owls puts the 
Spotted Owl at risk, so the federal wildlife agency is actually shooting 
them in Washington and Oregon. The highly unusual appearance of 
arctic Snowy Owls in the Lower 48 directly reflects the state of the vole 
population in the Arctic. Along the way, the author entertainingly 
explores the questions about the human-animal connection, owl 
obsession, habitat, owl calls, social behavior, and mythology. Hoot!  
 
Leigh Calvez is a scientist and nature writer whose work has been 
published in American Nature Writing 2003, Between Species: 
Celebrating the Dolphin-Human Bond, Ocean Realm, the Ecologist, 
the Christian Science Monitor, and the Seattle Times. In 2013 she 
published her first book entitled Whale Watching Adventures on the 
Pacific Coast. She has been involved in whale research and 
observation projects in Hawaii, Massachusetts, New Zealand, and the 
Azores.  
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Join Lauri Ness and Lori Nelson on Saturday, October 19 for the eBird Big Day with a focus on our 
rivers.  We will be joining forces to tally as many birds as possible with a focus on Columbia water birds and 
migrant land birds.  Meet at 7:30 A.M. in Richland at Fred Meyer on Wellsian Way, near the gas pumps.  
Bring food, water, and scopes if you have them.  We will carpool, so be prepared to join another vehicle, or 
drive.  Expect to be out all day, with a return around 4 P.M.  Contact Lauri Ness for more information at 
pennifurs.mom@gmail.com . 

Join Dana Ward and Elke Davis on Sunday, October 27 for a half day exploration of the McNary Wildlife 

Ponds (Army Corps of Engineers).  Meet at 8:00 A.M. near the McNary Dam on the Oregon side of the river.  

Travel west on 3rd Street from the  Fish Viewing Room at the base of the dam to the West Parking Area 

approximately İ mile away. We will ramble the prepared trails and visit many of the nine ponds. We should 

see a variety of water birds, raptors, sparrows, warblers and migrants in the varied habitats created in the 

Nature Area. You will be able to walk as long as you like and leave when you want to. Maps are available of 

the trails and ponds at the parking areas.  

The November Bateman Island Bird Walk will be on Saturday, November 2..  Weôll meet in the usual 
place (Wye Park, 1600 Columbia Park Trail, Richland, across from Sage Port Grill and Anything Grows).  
Start gathering at 7:45 A.M. so we can start at 8 A.M., and expect the walk to take between two and three 
hours.  This is a great opportunity for families and beginners; birders of all experience levels are welcome.  
Weôll have binoculars for newcomers to borrow, and bird lists for you to take home.  Open to the public. 

Please Donate!  
We will have a Silent Auction 
Fundraiser at the November 
membership meeting.   

 
Help us raise money by donating item (s) for 
the silent auction.  Please call or email Mar-
cie Daines, 509-627-4854 or 
mdthd@frontier.com  Pick up can be ar-
ranged if needed. 
 
Be sure to bring your holiday money to the 
silent auction fundraiser and see what you 
can pick up for your loved ones. 

 
Bohemian Waxwing  Photo by Charlene Burge 

Upcoming LCBAS Field Trips ð Come Birding With Us! 

LCBAS First Saturday Bateman Island Bird Walk.  Photo by Charlene Burge 

Upcoming LCBAS Field Trips ð Come Birding With Us! 

https://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/MsgReply?msgid=66842&action=reply&style=html&title=Reply&x=597190404
mailto:mdthd@frontier.com
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Mesa Lagoons Half Day Field Trip 

Friday, September 20, 2019 

By Jason Fidorra 

Ten birders joined Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
Biologist Jason Fidorra on the Friday morning trip to Mesa. The party 
first stopped at the restricted Mesa Sewer Lagoons access site through 
coordination with the City of Mesa. Many were hopping for Pectoral 
Sandpipers but none were present when we arrived, although shorebirds 
were plentiful. Long-billed Dowitchers and Lesser Yellowlegs were abun-
dant along with killdeer. Migrating American Pipits were soon heard call-
ing and before long were spotted walking along the mud flats with at 
least a dozen seen well. The first peeps seen turned out to be Western 
Sandpipers but soon we started noticing a few Bairdôs Sandpipers as 
well and suddenly Pectoral Sandpipers seemed everywhere! No one 
saw where they come from but it was prime time for this species to move 
through the Basin. Great looks at some foraging Wilson Snipe were en-
joyed with the similar but less colorful dowitchers for comparison. Seven 
species of shorebird isnôt bad for a Franklin County stop! The group 
moved on to the Mesa Lake Wildlife Area, managed by WDFW for year 
round public access. Many ducks of several species were on the upper 
ponds but the highlight was a swooping Peregrine Falcon called out by 
young birder Rowan Young-McMurchie just before we were startled by a 
shearing swoosh noise as it banked up right in front of us! A great trip! 
 

Junior Audubon Bird Walk, Bateman Island 

Thursday, September 26, after school. 

By Cherie Baudrand  

A new Junior Audubon family took a bird walk with Kathy Crid-
dle, Tom Clarke, and myself on the Bateman Island causeway 
after school. Barb Clarke checked out binoculars. The new 
birders caught on quickly. There were Yellow-rumped War-
blers in the trees in Wye Park. Tom had his scope set up on 
ducks and geese. On the causeway, a beautiful Wood Duck 
hid under a tree out of view from the eager new members. Eli-
as pointed to a bird flying over. I saw the pointy tail and Kathy 
identified it as a jaeger. We think it was a rare Parasitic Jae-
ger! The boys enjoyed watching a Northern Flicker and a vari-
ety of ducks. A Great Blue Heron flew over and we spotted 
two Osprey for these Seahawk fans. Kathy helped them with a 
view through the scope. We hope that more families will join 
us on future walks, as we had a great time. For more infor-
mation, contact Cherie at education@lcbas.org 

Tentative Schedule for upcoming Junior Audubon Meet-

ings, which will take place at Fuerza Elementary School from 

3:20 - 4:20 PM :   

Oct. 24: Thursday 

Nov. 21: Thursday 
Dec. 19: Thursday 
 

In-house Fundraising 
 

LCBAS has a table at each meet-
ing with books for sale.  We are 
happy to take donations of any 
bird or nature related book. 
Please bring them to the meeting 
and add them to our fundraising 
collection, or give them to Robin. 

The hospitality table (treats and 
drinks) at the LCBAS meetings 
has received your generous do-
nations, which has in turn contin-
ued to provide for the refresh-
ments without drawing money 
from the chapterôs budget. 

Thank You! 

Tamie Barajas and grandsons, Junior Audubon mem-

bers Elias and Noah.  

Photo by Kathy Criddle. 

Field Trip Reports 


