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The newsletter of the Lower Columbia  

Basin Audubon Society 

Upcoming Events 

See pg. 2 for additional details on 

birding events. 

Nov. 16: Native Plant Pollinator 

Garden Planting Party, 10 A.M.ð

2 P.M. at McNary NWR. 

Nov. 19:  Membership meeting at 

7 P.M., Kennewick Library on 

Union. 

Nov. 20:  Yakima River Delta 

Restoration Project Public Open 

House, 5-8 P.M. Richland 

Community Center Activity Room. 

500 Amon Park Dr. Richland 

Nov. 21: Junior Audubon 

Meeting, Fuerza Elementary 

School from 3:20 - 4:20 P.M.   

Dec. 2:  LCBAS Board Meeting, 

6:30 P.M. at Richland Library. 

Dec. 7: First Saturday Bird Walk, 

8 A.M. at Bateman Island.  Arrive 

early at Wye Park to sign in. 

Dec. 28: Christmas Bird Count 

(see page 6) and Annual Potluck.  

Columbia Grange #938, 6300 Court 

St. Pasco. 

Jan. 4: First Saturday Bird Walk, 

8 A.M. at Bateman Island.  Arrive 

early at Wye Park to sign in.  

Save the Date! 

 

Feb. 13-16, 2020:  Winter Wings 

www.winterwingsfest.org  

 

March 20, 21,22, 2020:  Othello 

Sandhill Crane Festival 

www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/  

 
For more information, see 

www.lcbas.org 

The Short-eared Owl Citizen 
Science Project 

  
Jason Fidorra 

November 19, 2019, at 7:00 P.M. 

Kennewick Library, 1620 S. Union St, Kennewick 

 
Starting in 2018, nine western US states have conducted 
breeding surveys for Short-eared Owls to understand their 
status, habitat use, and population trends over time. The 
surveys were all conducted by citizen scientists, volunteers 
trained to conduct the research and enter data all through an 
online portal. Several LCBAS members assisted with the 
surveys and this talk will discuss the project and some initial 
results from the first 2 years of the project. New volunteers are 
needed for the 2020 survey so information on signup will be 
available as well. 
  
Jason Fidorra is a Wildlife Biologist for the Washington Dept. 
of Fish and Wildlife based in Tri-Cities. Jason is working on the 
front lines of shrub-steep conservation, which is critical habitat 
for many of Washingtonôs species of greatest concern. He 
conducts surveys for a variety of wildlife from elk to monarchs 
and contributes to research on burrowing owls, raptors, and 
game birds. Before working for WDFW, Jason worked on bird 
research and 
conservation 
projects across 
North America 
and as a birding 
guide in Central 
America. In his 
free time, he 
enjoys birding, 
mountaineering, 
and exploring 
the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Short-eared Owl 

Photo by Mark Moschell 

https://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/
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The December Bateman Island Bird Walk will be on Saturday, December 8, 2019.  Weôll meet in the 
usual place (Wye Park, 1600 Columbia Park Trail, Richland, across from Sage Port Grill and Anything 
Grows).  Start gathering at 7:45 A.M. so we can start at 8:00 A.M., Expect the walk to take between two 
and three hours.  This is a great opportunity for families and beginners; birders of all experience levels are 
welcome. Weôll have binoculars for newcomers to borrow, and bird lists for you to take home. Open to the 
public. 

The January Bateman Island Bird Walk will be on 
Saturday, January 4, 2020.  We will meet in the usual 
place (Wye Park) for an 8:00 A.M. walk as detailed 
above.   

Upcoming LCBAS Field Trips ð Come Birding With Us! Upcoming LCBAS Field Trips ð Come Birding With Us! 

Donate to LCBAS when you Shop! 

You can earn donations for LCBAS just by shopping!  Fred 
Meyer, Yokes, and Amazon will donate to 
LCBAS every time you shop. 

Fred Meyer ð So far this year weôve 
earned $28 from Fred Meyer.  You can 
boost this total higher by linking your re-
wards card to LCBAS.  Weôll earn a dona-
tion every time you swipe your card.  Stop 
by the Customer Service desk at any Fred 
Meyer or go to their website to have your card linked.  You 
can use our name or our ID number (LQ586). 

www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-
rewards-4. Click on ñLink Your Rewards 
Card Nowò to sign up.  

Yokeôs ð Register for an escrip card 
and link it to LCBAS. Every time you 
have your card scanned, weôll receive a 
donation. You can search for Lower Co-
lumbia Basin Audubon from the webpage 
below: 

www.escrip.com/howitworks/. So far in this fiscal year, we 
have earned nearly $27! 

AmazonSmile ð  Shop at Ama-
zon through smile.amazon.com. 
Choose ñLower Columbia Basin 
Audubon Societyò as your charity 
and weôll receive 0.05% of your 
purchase total. 

Yakima River Delta 1135  

Restoration Project  

Public Open House 

Please join the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers and project sponsor the Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife for an    

informative and educational open house  

regarding developing plans to environmen-

tally restore the Yakima river delta at its 

confluence with the Columbia river at Bate-

man Island.  Your input is needed to devel-

op the best plan possible to improve the 

health of the river and to support recreation-

al opportunities!  We look forward to seeing 

you there! 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019, 5 ð 8 p.m.  

Richland Community Center, Activity 
Room 500  Amon Park  Drive, Richland,  

Bald Eagle Soaring Over Snowy Hills 

Photo by Scott Butner 

Join Friends of Mid-Columbia River Wildlife 

Refuges for a Planting Party on Saturday, November 

16th, from 10 a.m. ï 2 p.m.  McNary National Wildlife Ref-

uge, 64 Maple St, Burbank WA.  Refreshments will be pro-

vided! 

 

Be prepared to get a little dirty as we plant native wildflow-

ers, grasses, and shrubs in our new Pollinator Garden at 

McNary National Wildlife Refuge in Burbank.  Please bring 

gloves, shovels and trowels if you have them! 

Novemberôs silent auction has 

been postponed 
Please stay tuned for a new date. 

Contact Marcie Daines, 509-627-4854 

or mdthd@frontier.com  ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ 

http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://www.escrip.com/howitworks/
http://smile.amazon.com
mailto:mdthd@frontier.com
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Fall Migrant  
Washtucna Trip 
September 21, 2019 

 
By Nancy LaFramboise 

On September 21, five LCBAS 
members traveled to Washtucna 
to see what migrants were 
around.  Migrants can be hit or 
miss but we managed to find a 
decent variety and enjoyed long 
looks at them.  We were greet-
ed by a large flock of WILD 
TURKEYS, once rare here. 

We spent a lot of time birding 
the creek in Bassett Park and 
the surrounding vegetation.  We 
found 41 species in the park.  
Highlights included a PERE-
GRINE FALCON, several 
TOWNSENDôS SOLITAIRES, 
HAMMONDôS FLYCATCHERS, 
LESSER GOLDFINCHES, and 
other migrants.  We all agreed 
we had never seen so many 
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS 
so close.  One find was a real 
ID challenge.  We observed an 
immature BLACK-HEADED OR 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK.  
These are very difficult to distin-
guish and photos showed char-
acteristics of both species.   

We continued to the sewage 
pond where we found four addi-
tional species including a PRAI-
RIE FALCON.  Windust Park 
was fairly quiet but adding a 
BARN OWL is always fun.  We 
also added six other species for 
a grand total of 52 for the day. 

First Saturday Bird Walk, Bateman Island. Oct 5 

by Lisa Hill 

It was a beautiful day in the Bateman neighborhood and a big crowd 
of birders scoured the island for over three hours. Itôs typical to come 
up with a good list of birds in the fall and we found an astounding 66 
species! Waterfowl have not accumulated in significant numbers yet, 
but many species were present including: NORTHERN PINTAIL, RED-
HEAD, RING-NECKED DUCK, BUFFLEHEAD, HOODED MERGAN-
SER, RUDDY DUCK, AMERICAN WIGEON, NORTHERN SHOVELER 

and GREEN-WINGED 
TEAL. A RED-NECKED 
GREBE seen recently 
near the causeway was 
present and allowed 
great, close-up views of 
its juvenile plumage. 
These grebes are quite 
uncommon in this area. A 
few migrate through in the 
fall, but are rarely report-
ed. An EARED GREBE, 
another uncommon spe-
cies, was found on the 
north end of the island in 
the Columbia River. 

Anyone willing to shoulder 
a spotting scope could 
pick out a nice variety of 
shorebirds including: 
GREATER YELLOW-

LEGS, PECTORAL SANDPIPER, WESTERN SANDPIPER and LEAST 
SANDPIPER. A huge flock of over 75 LONG-BILLED DOWITCHERS 
busied themselves along the edge of the mudflats in the shallow wa-
ter, probing for food with their characteristic ñsewing-machineò move-
ment. A few lucky folks spotted a GREAT HORNED OWL in the Black 
Locust grove.  

A couple of late BARN SWALLOWS swooped around and several 
AMERICAN PIPITS passed overhead giving their typical ñpipitò call, 
which is usually the only way that anyone knows they are in the vicini-
ty. A few RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS tut-tutted at us and a RED-
BREASTED NUTHATCH, rarely seen on the island, gave its twangy 
call. YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS and WHITE-CROWNED SPAR-
ROWS were all around, and a LINCOLNôS SPARROW was spotted on 
the east side.  

Field Trip Reports 

Red-necked Grebe 

Photo by Charlene Burge 

Junior Audubon Report  

By Cherie Baudrand  

Junior Audubon met for this yearôs first after school meeting at Fuer-
za Elementary. Each member chose an owl puppet to hold as we 
gathered in Mrs. Romerôs classroom.  Barb Clark brought the LCBAS 
collection of taxidermy owls.  Ten Junior Audubon members learned 
about different owl species, and how owls are adapted for hunting 
with asymmetrical ears, large talons, and fringed wing feathers for 
silent flight.  Everyone was thrilled to learn that Great Horned Owls 
eat skunks as Barb pulled out a skunk puppet.  Members enthusiasti-
cally cut and pasted bird pictures into a Bird ID wheel to take home. 
We have eight returning members, and three new members! 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Photo by Flyn Kynd 


