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The Port of Kennewick
commissioned Arculus to
create a conceptual master
plan with supporting
documentation for
revitalizing the 14-acre
area along the North side
of Columbia Drive bounded
The November membership by the Cable Bridge and
meeting of LCBAS will
Clover Island Drive, and
feature a presentation by
Columbia Drive to the river,
Steve Mallory, principal
including Duffy’s Pond and
architect for Arculus Design Catfish Island. The plans
and Technical Services, an that were produced have
Architecture/Engineering
been presented to many
firm located in Kennewick. groups. Tim Arntzen of the
Arculus is working with the Port of Kennewick charged
Port of Kennewick on the
Archulus with making plans
Columbia Drive
that remove “the blight and
Revitalization project.

Membership Meeting
Tuesday, November 24,
2009, 7:00 p.m.
Kennewick First
Lutheran Church,
corner of Yelm and
Highway 395

4&5

revitalizes the shoreline,
provides amenities that are
currently not available in
downtown Kennewick,
energizes the area with more
upscale living and destination
activities, and provides a
mixed-use area for all to use,
work and enjoy.”
Members are encouraged
to attend this meeting.
Please bring cookies or other
snacks if you are able to do
so. Winter is coming and
sometimes delicious snacks
can motivate us to leave our
warm homes to attend a
meeting!

President's Message from Ed Rykiel, Chapter President
Every
Membership
Counts
Have you ever heard
someone say, “I'd join your
Audubon chapter but I can't
attend the meetings and I
don't have time for the
birdwalks, so I wouldn't
contribute much.”? If so, did
you have a response?
Becoming a member of
LCBAS means that you are
contributing to the Audubon

goals of conservation and
education even if you
never attended a single
meeting. Our members
are the force that powers
all our programs and
allows to have a say in
what happens in our
community.
Your membership makes
our Junior Audubon
happen. Your
membership allows us to
attract speakers for our
monthly program.

Everything that LCBAS is
able to do in our local
area depends on your
membership. And most
importantly, your
membership helps us
demonstrate that LCBAS
represents a strong voice
for conservation and
environmental education
in Benton and Franklin
counties. A few
examples of your
influence. LCBAS was
among the VIP guests at
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President’s message Continued

Happy Thanksgiving to all!

the recent dedication of the
McNary Environmental
Education Center and
received credit for its role in
starting the Center. The
Tri-Cities Visitors and
Convention Bureau has
created a Birding category
to include in their literature
and on their website, and
LCBAS is the only listing in
that category. LCBAS
represented environmental
interests and participated
on the Community
Resource Team for the
West Columbia Park
development plan. LCBAS

has been asked to
participate in the Columbia
Drive Revitalization project.
I could go on but I hope
you see how important
every membership is.
So the next time you
hear someone say, “I
would join, but … “, engage
them in a friendly manner
and let them know how
important their membership
is. Everything we
accomplish and any clout
we have is because you
cared enough to join
LCBAS.

Help for Injured
Raptors:
If you find an injured raptor in
the Tri-Cities or surrounding
area you can call a local
volunteer for advice. Injured
raptors are usually transported
to Blue Mountain Wildlife in
Pendleton, Oregon for
treatment and rehabilitation.

Who to call:
Michelle Caron..(509) 366-0888
Marilyn Hayes..(509) 521-4648
Suzanne Baird…(509) 460-2434
Blue Mountain Wildlife…(541)
278-0215 see Lower Columbia
Basin Audubon website and
click on the Help for Injured
Birds link.

McNary Environmental Education Center Grand
Opening a success with help from LCBAS members
and Refuge Friends Group!

LCBAS Member Nancy
LaFramboise leads a
presentation on the taxidermy
collection housed at the new
and improved McNary
Environmental Education
facility

Snap! With oversized
scissors, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Regional
Director, Robyn Thorson,
officially opened the MidColumbia River National
Wildlife Refuge Complex
Headquarters and
Environmental Education
center. The impressive new
center consists of a 1800
square foot building housing a
large classroom and a 350
square foot display area,
reception desk, offices, small
kitchen and restrooms.
The official ribbon cutting
was followed by a public open
house on Saturday October
10, 2009. The open house

attracted nearly 500 visitors and
these visitors were guided on
bird walks, and through the
education center and
introduced to many wonderful
taxidermy specimens by
members of LCBAS! This
opening event could not have
been possible without the help
of LCBAS and members of the
refuge Friends Group. A
wonderful experience was had
by everyone who visited, and
Refuge staff could not have
handled all of the interest by the
public without the support of
partners like LCBAS!

Bird Watching Tip of the Month! Count the flock: or at least look at each individual – find the
different one – the number isn’t the goal. It’s nice to track numbers but the exercise of picking
out the different one will pay off.

Conservation Notes with Rick Leaumont
Hanford Lands:
The Department of Energy is in
the process of reviewing its land
holdings nationwide in an effort
to determine if any can be
declared excess and
transferred to other government
agencies or offered for sale to
the public. Hanford lands are
currently under review.
This process presents us
with an opportunity to further
protect Hanford’s incredible
shrub-steppe habitat and also
possesses a threat that these
lands will be allowed to be
converted to industrial or
agricultural use destroying
wildlife habitat and native
plants.
The Final Hanford
Comprehensive Land Use Plan
issued in September 1999
designated tens of thousands of
acres of Hanford to be
managed for the preservation or
conservation of Hanford’s fish,
wildlife and native plant habitat.
When President Clinton
established the Hanford Reach
National Monument in 2000, he
realized that literally thousands
of acres of Hanford lands

deserved the protection of
Monument status but were
essential to the Department of
Energy’s cleanup and restoration
mission. President Clinton
directed the Secretaries of
Energy and Interior to work
together to manage these lands
for preservation and eventual
transfer to the Monument.
We have written the Department
of Energy calling, in the strongest
terms possible, for the following
actions during this review of land
needs:
1. Intensify the partnership
between the Departments of
Energy and Interior to manage
Hanford lands for wildlife.
2. Transfer to the Hanford Reach
National Monument all excess
DOE Hanford lands designated
for preservation and
conservation management
under the Final Hanford
Comprehensive Land Use Plan
of 1999.
3. All Hanford lands under
consideration for designation as
excess must be reviewed by
both Departments of Energy
and Interior and US Fish &
Wildlife Service to determine

there suitability for inclusion in
the Monument.
4. Any Hanford lands determined
to be excess or surplus must be
offered to the Department of
Interior for inclusion in the
Monument prior to transfer to
any other agency, government
or entity either private or
public.
5. We request inclusion in
discussions and/or studies to
determine what Hanford lands
may be excess.

We have also submitted a
resolution to the Audubon
Council of Washington echoing
our demands on behalf of all
Audubon chapters in
Washington. We expect this
resolution to be endorsed by the
Audubon Council within a few
days.
We will keep you posted this
process.
“This process
presents us with an
opportunity to
further protect
Hanford’s incredible
shrub-steppe
habitat.”

New Binoculars submitted by Cherie Baudrand
Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society (LCBAS) has purchased new binoculars to share. Five
Nikon Monarchs will be available to check out to adults on the First Saturday Bateman Island Bird
Walks. Two guests enjoyed using them on the October bird walk.
Barbara Clarke did the leg work getting a great deal from Nikon. They are good quality binoculars,
and they will help new birders be more successful seeing birds. Twenty Nikon Trailblazers were
purchased to be used for Junior Audubon and Teen Audubon outings. They will also be available for
LCBAS members to check out on school field trips. Thank you LCBAS.
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Bird Sightings – Ocotber 2009
Kevin Burke - (wildburke@hotmail.com)
“The ducks

have started to
come back and
the shorebirds
have hung
around for folks
to get a great
look.”

Bird Sightings Greetings
Hello everyone! We have had another
great month of birding in our area. I would
like to thank all of the folks that posted bird
sightings this month. This column would
not be possible without the motivation and
passion of all of you. We picked up right
where we left off from last month with a lot
of great sightings. The ducks have started
to come back and the shorebirds have hung
around for folks to get a great look.

October:
1. Oct. 2nd: A Golden‐crowned Sparrow
was seen at the home of (NL).
2. Oct. 3rd: A Red Phalarope and Buff‐
Breasted Sandpiper were located at
the Walla Wall Delta by (M&MLD)
and (MWo) respectively.
3. Oct. 3rd: A Sabine’s Gull and
Peregrine Falcon were seen at the
Yakima Delta by the folks on the
Bateman Island bird walk.
4. Oct. 3rd: A second Buff‐Breasted
Sandpiper was observed at the
Tyson Sludge ponds on Dodd road
by(NL,BL,M&MLD, and MWo).
5. Oct. 4th: A Pacific‐Golden Plover,
and American‐Golden Plover were
observed at the Tyson Sludge ponds
on Dodd road by (NL,BL).
6. Oct. 5th: A Lazuli Bunting was seen at
a feeder near Two Rivers Park (DR).
7. Oct. 5th: The Buff‐Breasted
Sandpiper(Dodd Road) , Red
Phalarope(Walla Walla Delta), and
Pacific‐Golden Plover(Dodd Road)

were all still present. Posted by
(NL).
8. Oct. 5th: A Trumpeter Swan, Pectoral
Sandpiper, 3 Black‐bellied Plovers,
American Pipit, Long‐billed
Dowitchers, and Peregrine Falcon
were seen at the Yakima Delta by
(GM).
9. Oct. 5th: Black‐necked Stilts were
seen at the Yakima Delta by (JL).
10. Oct. 5th: An American Avocet, Black‐
bellied Plover, Pectoral Sandpipers,
Long‐billed Dowitchers, Western
Sandpipers, Western Grebes, and a
Common Loon were seen at the
Yakima Delta by (JL and NL).
11. Oct. 7th: An Orange‐crowned
Warbler was seen in a magic brush
pile in the yard of (JL).
12. Oct. 8th: That same magic brush pile
produced a Hermit Thrush seen by
(JL).
13. Oct. 8th: A White‐throated Sparrow
was seen in the yard of (NL).
14. Oct. 8th: A Wild Turkey was seen in
the yard of (LF) in Richland.
15. Oct. 8th: A Harlequin Duck was seen
at the Hood Park swim beach by
(LF).
16. Oct. 12th: A Violet‐green Swallow
was seen on the Yakima Delta, a late
record for this bird, by (JA&LH).
17. Oct. 15th: An Evening Grosbeak was
seen at the shelf feeder of (Mary L)
in N Richland.

October Bird Sightings continued
18. Oct. 16th: A Northern Shrike was seen on
the back side of Rattlesnake Mountain on
Crosby road by (RL).
19. Oct. 17th: A Surf Scoter, Greater
Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Dunlin, Least
Sandpipers, Western Sandpipers, Black‐
bellied Plovers, Pectoral Sandpipers, Long‐
billed Dowitchers were seen at the Yakima
Delta by (BL&NL).
20. Oct. 17th: A Lincoln’s Sparrow and a Winter
Wren were seen at W.E. Johnson Park by
(LH).
21. Oct. 18th: A White‐throated Sparrow was
seen at the feeder of (NL).
22. Oct. 19th: A Burrowing Owl and A family of
Chukar were seen on Nine Mile Canyon Rd.
and Beck Rd. respectively by (RL).
23. Oct. 19th: A Golden‐crowned Sparrow was
seen at W.E. Johnson Park by (NL).
24. Oct. 19th: 3 Hooded Mergansers, a Baird’s
Sandpiper, Black‐necked Stilt, Merlin, 17
Snow Geese, 4 Bonaparte’s Gull’s, and a
Greater Scaup were seen along the
Columbia Park Road and Bateman Island
by (NL & BW).
25. Oct. 20th: A Rough‐legged Hawk was seen
on ALE by (JB)
26. Oct. 24th: Many Pectoral Sandpipers, 3
Baird’s Sandpipers, and a Black‐bellied
Plover were seen at the Dodd Road Tyson
Sludge Ponds by (KB), and again on Oct.
25th by (KB & JB).
27. Oct. 25th: A Swamp Sparrow was seen on
Bateman Island by (GM & NL).
28. Oct. 26th: A Northern Shrike was seen at a
feeder at the home of (J).
29. Oct. 26th: An Anna’s Hummingbird was

seen at W.E. Johnson Park by (NL & KC).

Observers:
(LH) Lisa Hill, (JA) Jane Abel, (JB) Jennie Bradbury,
(KB) Kevin Burke, (NL) Nancy LaFramboise, (BL)
Bill LaFramboise, (RL) Ron Louderback, (MD) Mike
Denny, (MLD) Merrylynn Denny, (MWo) Michael
Woodruff, (KC) Kathy Criddle, (J) Judith, (GM) Guy
McWethy, (JL) Jim Lehmann, (LF) Lucie Fritz, (JL)
Jordene Lucas, (Mary L) Mary L, (BW) Bob
Woodley, (DR) Dennis Rockwell

Junior Audubon with Cherie Baudrand
We were happy and excited to welcome nine new
members into Junior Audubon at the after- school
meeting November 2. The 22 Junior Audubon members
in attendance learned a little about John James Audubon
and Roger Tory Peterson. Audubon's dream was to make
a book with life size paintings of all the birds in North
America. It took a long time, but he never gave up. The
huge, 103 x 69 centimeters book, the first of its kind, was
published in 1827, and sold for $1000. In 1987, one of
the original books sold for nearly $2,000,000. We
wondered how he made a Great-blue Heron fit in the
book. Duncan guessed that he painted in with its neck
folded and head down. We found the painting of the
heron, and yes, that's what he did.
Roger Tory Peterson was also a painter. He was a
Junior Audubon member when he was eleven years old
in New York, and paid 10 cents to join. That experience
painting a bird in Junior Audubon began his career. With
the inspiration of these two artists, the Junior Audubon
members sketched a carved bird. There are some budding
artists in the group. Members were great at identifying
silhouettes of birds from Peterson's Field Guide. We
looked at bird beaks, and members got to pick up a
gummy worm with their stick beaks.
We are planning another "Going Ducky" outing this
winter, being citizen scientists and helping with the Great
Backyard Bird Count in February, and celebrating the
International Migratory Bird Day in May. We are also
planning an outing to look for Bald Eagles in January.
Thank you to Barbara Clark, Marilyn Hayes, Chris
Simonen, Jack and Murrel Dawson for helping with 22
enthusiastic junior birders.
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Annual Christmas Bird Count on
January 2, 2010
This year’s count will be held Saturday, January 2nd.
This count, which has occurred nationally for 110
years, and locally for nearly 40 years, is done in over
1,900 locations around the United States and nearby
countries and involves over 60,000 volunteers. The
data that all these counts produce becomes part of the
largest wildlife database in the world and is vital for
determining the status of expanding and declining bird
numbers. Anyone that enjoys looking at birds can
help.
Ray Johnson (509-521-5971) will lead the Richland
team this year, while Tom and Barb Clarke (509-5390857) will lead the Pasco team and Kevin Burke (240422-9483) will lead the Kennewick team. Please call
them to participate in their area.
All Christmas Bird Counts are standardized to a 7.5
mile radius circle (about 177 square miles). The
LCBAS count circle is registered as the Washington
Tri-Cities Circle and centers on the Columbia River just
off shore near the end of Road 68 in Pasco. This is a
very large area that includes Selph landing Road in
Pasco, most of Two Rivers Park east of Kennewick
and Badger Mountain in Richland.
The Tri-Cities count starts in three locations at 7:30am,
January 2nd. Although some hardy souls may do some
owling at the official start time of 12:00am midnight.
The three start locations where volunteers can start
are:
Richland – The “Fingernail” in Howard Amon
Park
Kennewick – Audubon Nature Trail in
Columbia Park
Pasco – Chiawana Park Boat Ramp
From these locations we split into smaller teams led by
more experienced birders. Some birding skills are nice
but not required. If you can not make the 7:30am start
please coordinate with your count leader prior to
Saturday January 2nd to arrange an appropriate time
and location. The team leader also needs to know your
tallies before the potluck.
The Tri-Cities count also one of the best supported
counts in the state, and regularly has the highest
number of species seen inland. All of this is due to
strong community support. Our goal is to count as
many birds within the circle during the day (24 hrs). To
do this, we need as many teams as possible. If
individuals can only participate for part of the day, it will
still help. There can be a fair amount of walking
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involved, so keep this in mind when making plans. But much
counting will be done from car windows for those that prefer
that form of participation. Birds seen at bird feeders within
the count circle are just as important to the count.
At the end of count day, the LCBAS has their annual
Christmas Potluck. The dinner is now held at the Columbia
Grange #938, 6300 Court Street, Pasco. Additional
information on the dinner will be provided in the December
issue of the “Curlew” newsletter. Also the Grange will be
open all day for those that would like to stop by for warm
drinks and discus what they have seen.
You do not need to be a member of the Audubon Society to
help, but a $5.00 donation is expected of each participant
age 19 and above to help defray the cost of maintaining the
database. It would be greatly appreciated that those
participating would make the $5.00 donation at the 7:30am
start.
The information that all counts generate is reviewed and
placed in a database that is available to everyone on the
Internet. The database can be accessed through
www.birdsource.org, then selecting the Christmas Bird
Count icon. The Tri-Cities Count code is WATC.
For more information on the Tri-Cities Christmas Bird
Count, please contact Dana Ward at (509) 545-0627.

Teen Audubon Update with Jennie Bradbury
On Sunday October 25th, Teen Audubon met for the
second time. This time we met at the Richland
Community Center and expanded the age range to
include ages 11-18. The meeting featured an
educational session on owls, complete with owl
adaptation dress-up, taxidermy, and a trivia game.
After we went outside and tried out our new binoculars
and did some bird watching. Our attempts to call in
owls were unsuccessful, because it was not dark
enough. We were very happy to have a slightly better
turnout than last time with 3 youth and 5 adults
attending the meeting.
Our next meeting will also be at the Richland
Community Center’s lounge on the last Sunday of the
month: November 29th, from 3-5 pm. Since November
is a great time of year to look at ducks, we will be
learning about waterfowl and hopefully get good looks
at lots of birds on the river. If you are interested or
know someone who may be interested in joining Teen
Audubon, please come to our next meeting. For more
information contact Jennie Bradbury: 509-942-8184,
jennifer_bradbury85@yahoo.com.

Book Table Talk

with Kathy Criddle

Shopping at our Book Table this month will
be a great way to save some money and
support your local Audubon Society. We will
have some great bargains with gently used
books on one end of the table. On the other
end, there will be lots of the new but classic
ID birding, wildlife and plant books to choose
from.
Be prepared to purchase the latest
Watching Western Warblers DVD which
should arrive just in time for the November
and December Book Table. Highlights this
month focus on a few classics.
Beginning birders will enjoy the Peterson
Field Guides workbook, Finding Your Wings
by Burton Guttman. This book is filled with
information, activities and quizzes which
cover the basics and then some to help you
learn the art of bird watching. Bargain price
is $6.00.
The Field Guide to Western Birds, third
edition, is written by Roger Tory Peterson.
Coined “The Birder’s Bible” for over sixty
years and one of the cornerstone guides in
the Peterson Field Guide Series, it is one of
those classic guides every birder should
have in their collection. Price is $19.95
For the very serious birder, we have the
ABA Birdfinding Guide, A birder’s Guide to
Washington by Hal Operman with
contributions from members of the
Washington Ornithological Society. This is
the book to have in your car when you
embark on a birding adventure. Text, maps
and mile-by-mile descriptions of what to see,
where and when, will increase your bird
sightings and decrease expensive wasted
fuel! Price is $29.95.
Stop by the Book Table and check these
out. We are able to buy most of our books at
a discount price, so buying at the Book
Table helps LCBAS raise money for our
many conservation and education projects.
If you are not able to attend a meeting then

check out our website at http://lcbas.org/ to
find information on purchasing Book Table
books from home.

Special Book Table Talk Note: Ginger
Wireman, author of the delightful
children's story "If wishes had wings"
will be at the Book Table in November
to sign copies of her latest book. Be
sure to stop by for this special event!
Great Christmas present for young
imaginations!
Blue Earth Films has finally completed
Watching Western Warblers!!!!!!!!!!!!
Some members may not have been
members when we featured the DVDs of
Blue Earth Films in the past. Michael Male
and Judy Feith are the film makers and they
have done a terrific job on past DVDs
(Watching Warblers, Watching Sparrows,
and Watching Waders) and have filmed for
National Geographic, Nova, Planet Earth
(Red Crossbill segment) and more. We have
sold a lot of their DVDs. They are
spectacular. There are video clips on their
web page
http://www.birdfilms.com/index.html (click on
the name of the video and then on the bird).
This DVD would make a wonderful holiday
gift for birders!

Check out our website: http://lcbas.org
President Ed Rykiel………………….(509)627-1113
E-mail: ecodoc59@yahoo.com
Vice President Robin Priddy ……..(509)783-4664
E-mail: grania0358@aol.com
Secretary Debbie Berkowitz……….(509)375-4740
E-mail: cdandrb@charter.net
Treasurer Lucie Fritz………………..(509)946-9134
E-mail: LucieF@aol.com

Wolves in Washington
Jennie Bradbury and John McLaughlin

On Wednesday night (10/21/09), we attended a
Public Scoping Meeting for the new Environmental
Impact Statement for Washington Wolf
Conservation and Management. This meeting at
Battelle Auditorium in Richland, was hosted by the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, who
along with a wolf working group, drafted the plan.
Basically, gray wolves are naturally moving back
into Washington and the State is developing a
plan to conserve and manage them. Currently
wolves are listed as “Endangered” in Washington.
This new plan sets the criteria for delisting wolves,
including four alternative management plans. The
main differences between the alternatives are
protection levels, management options to address
livestock predation, and interactions with deer and
elk.
The preferred plan is Alternative 2. Under this
alternative, once there are 15 successful breeding
pairs, gray wolves will be delisted in Washington.
If wolves are delisted, they will no longer receive
protection from the State Endangered Species Act
and will be managed like other non-listed species
in Washington.
Many interested parties attended the meeting,
including ranchers, hunters, and concerned
citizens. Many were concerned that wolves would
pose a threat to livestock as yet another predator
and reduce deer and elk hunting opportunities.
Citizens recorded official statements including
opinions of the proposed plan and stories from
other neighboring states that have recently
experienced wolf population growth and related
management challenges.
What struck us as an area of great
misunderstanding at this meeting was the
misconception that humans are reintroducing
wolves back into Washington. Wolves are NOT
being reintroduced; they are coming back on their
own. As of 2009, there are two confirmed packs
of wolves in Washington: one in
Okanogan/Chelan Counties and another in Pend
Oreille County. These wolves likely moved in
from Canada and Idaho, where wolves are more
numerous. “There are also indications of a pack
in the Blue Mountains and a few solitary wolves in
other scattered locations,” (WA Fish and Wildlife).

“Currently wolves are listed in the state and until
they are delisted there are really no options to
control. They are coming and we cannot stop
that, we are trying to create a proactive plan to
address the issue now and create a credible
plan for delisting so that if you need to deal with
a problem you can, under the law,” (Jeff Tayer,
Region 3 Director of WA Fish and Wildlife).

The LCBAS Bird Seed Sale and
Information Day on October
17th was a success! with Jordeen
Lucas

Bags and bags of bird seen in the back
storage room of Columbia Grain and Feed
Dwindled quickly throughout the morning.
The taxidermy display, arranged by Nancy
LaFramboise, drew in many curious and
interested customers.
It was great getting to interact with old
and new birders and answer their many
questions. We not only shared with others,
but but we received many ideas as well.
One lady in particular caught my attention,
she took materials home with her so she
could give her grandchildren Audubon
memberships for Christmas. I thought this
was a great new way to spread new interest
in nature and outdoor activities.
Both Columbia Grain and Feed and
LCBAS benefited from the annual seed sale.
Remember to mark your calendars for next
year for this seed sale event. - I know I will!
And Remember – Anytime that you buy
seed from Columbia Grain and Feed you
can mention that you want a portion of the
sale to benefit Audubon!

McNary Environmental Education
Center Second Saturday Event!
Open to the Public! On December 12, 2009 join the
Refuge Friends group and complete a census of the
waterfowl on the pond! How to get there: The
Education Center is located off Highway 12 near
Burbank. From Tri-Cities take Highway I-182
East/Highway 12 East to Burbank. Turn left onto
Humorist Rd. at second stoplight after the Snake River
Bridge. Turn left onto Lake Rd. Look for Education
Center on the left.
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